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Statement on the Department of 
Defense, Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations to Address 
Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and Pandemic Influenza Act, 2006 
December 30, 2005 

The Department of Defense, Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations to Address 
Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pan-
demic Influenza Act, 2006 provides funds for 
our troops who are fighting the war on terror 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere. This 
funding will help us continue to hunt down 
the terrorists, pursue our strategy for victory 
in Iraq, and make America more secure. In 
addition, it provides resources to help citi-
zens of the Gulf States recover from dev-
astating hurricanes, and helps protect Ameri-
cans from a potential influenza pandemic. 

The legislation also addresses the legal 
framework for U.S. detention and interroga-
tion activities. The detention and interroga-
tion of captured terrorists are critical tools 
in the war on terror. It is vital that our gov-
ernment gather intelligence to protect the 
American people from terrorist attacks, in-
cluding critical information that may be ob-
tained from those terrorists we have cap-
tured. At the same time, the Administration 
is committed to treating all detainees held 
by the United States in a manner consistent 
with our Constitution, laws, and treaty obli-
gations, which reflect the values we hold 
dear. U.S. law and policy already prohibit tor-
ture. Our policy has also been not to use 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, at 
home or abroad. This legislation now makes 
that a matter of statute for practices abroad. 
It also requires that the Defense Depart-
ment’s treatment of detainees be codified in 
the U.S. Army Field Manual. 

These provisions reaffirm the values we 
share as a Nation and our commitment to 
the rule of law. As the sponsors of this legisla-
tion have stated, however, they do not create 
or authorize any right for terrorists to sue 
anyone, including our men and women on 
the front lines in the war on terror. These 
men and women deserve our respect and 
thanks for doing a difficult job in the interest 
of our country, not a rash of lawsuits brought 
by our enemies in our own courts. Far from 

authorizing such suits, this law provides addi-
tional liability protection for those engaged 
in properly authorized detention or interro-
gation of terrorists. I am pleased that the law 
also makes provision for providing legal 
counsel to and compensating our service 
members and other U.S. Government per-
sonnel for legal expenses in the event a ter-
rorist attempts to sue them, in our courts or 
in foreign courts. I also appreciate the legisla-
tion’s elimination of the hundreds of claims 
brought by terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, that challenge many different aspects 
of their detention and that are now pending 
in our courts. 

I will continue to work with the Congress 
to ensure that the United States can effec-
tively fight the war on terror while upholding 
its commitment to the rule of law. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 30, 2005. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this statement. 

Statement on Signing the 
Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2006 
December 30, 2005 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3010, 
the ‘‘Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006.’’ 
This Act appropriates funds for key domestic 
programs, including programs to protect 
America’s workers, help educate America’s 
youth, and guard Americans against potential 
bioterrorism or epidemics. 

The executive branch shall construe cer-
tain provisions of the Act that purport to re-
quire congressional committee approval for 
the execution of a law as calling solely for 
notification, as any other construction would 
be inconsistent with the constitutional prin-
ciples enunciated by the Supreme Court of 
the United States in INS v. Chadha. These 
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provisions include sections 103, 208, and lan-
guage under the heading ‘‘Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation Fund.’’ 

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions in the Act that purport to mandate or 
regulate submission of information to the 
Congress in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information that could impair foreign 
relations, national security, the deliberative 
processes of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional duties. 
Such provisions include language under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services, Office of the Secretary, General 
Departmental Management.’’ 

Certain provisions of the Act relate to race, 
ethnicity, or gender. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the requirement that the 
Federal Government afford equal protection 
of the laws under the Due Process Clause 
of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 30, 2005. 

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 3010, ap-
proved December 30, had not been received by 
the Office of the Federal Register for assignment 
of a Public Law number. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this state-
ment. 

Message on the Observance of New 
Year’s Day, 2006 
December 30, 2005 

The New Year is a time of hope as we 
reflect on the past and prepare for the future. 

The great strength of our Nation lies in 
the hearts and souls of the American people. 
This past year, Americans responded with an 
outpouring of compassion to help the people 
of the Gulf Coast region recover from one 
of the most devastating natural disasters in 
our Nation’s history. We remember the vic-
tims of the past year’s hurricanes and give 
thanks for the millions of people who opened 
their hearts, homes, and communities to 
those in need. 

In the past year, we continued our work 
to spread freedom and peace. In 2005, Iraqis 

three times exercised their right to vote in 
free elections, and the Afghan people con-
ducted successful parliamentary elections. In 
the coming year, America will continue to 
stand beside these young democracies and 
lay the foundation of peace for our children 
and grandchildren. 

We appreciate the brave men and women 
in uniform who protect our country and ad-
vance freedom around the world. We are 
grateful to their families for their support and 
sacrifice, and we pray for all those who have 
lost loved ones in freedom’s cause. Our Na-
tion will always remember the heroes who 
have given their lives to protect us all. 

As we celebrate the New Year, we give 
thanks to God for His blessings and ask for 
His guidance. We look with hope to the year 
ahead and the many new opportunities the 
future will bring. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
happy New Year. May God bless you, and 
may God continue to bless America. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Presidential Determination on 
Imports of Circular Welded Non- 
Alloy Steel Pipe From the People’s 
Republic of China 
December 30, 2005 

Presidential Determination No. 2006–07 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the 
United States Trade Representative 
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Imports of Circular Welded Non-Alloy Steel 
Pipe from the People’s Republic of China 

Pursuant to section 421 of the Trade Act 
of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2451), I have 
determined the action I will take with respect 
to the affirmative determination of the 
United States International Trade Commis-
sion (USITC) regarding imports of circular 
welded non-alloy steel pipe (steel pipe) from 
China (Investigation No. TA–421–6). After 
considering all relevant aspects of the inves-
tigation, I have determined that providing 
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